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Pilots of the thundering,
heavy-duty Erickson Aircrane
helicopters are kept busy
working in 16 countries all
over the world, but Erickson

executives see more potential business on the 
horizon.  

The Oregon based company, already well-known for
firefighting, heavy construction lifting, and logging,
would like to expand its reach, providing, for 
example, disaster response and recovery 
capabilities throughout the United States, during
times of natural disasters or terrorist attacks.

Dennis Hubbard, the Aircrane incident
response systems program manager for
Erickson, gave the state of Illinois as an
example for the company’s expansion
plans, pointing out that Illinois is in the
New Madri d Fault zone.  Generally 
speaking, California is often the state that comes
to mind when thinking about earthquakes in the
U.S., but the New Madrid Fault system is fairly
active, registering about 200 earthquakes per year
according to the website of the U.S. Geological
Survey.  

Further, the USGS reports that the New Madrid 
system has as much potential for earthquakes as
some places in California.  A large earthquake along
this zone would be very rare, but if it did occur,
USGS studies indicate that it would cause 
significant damage in eight states at least.

Hubbard said Erickson could be very useful if an
earthquake occurred in Illinois.  “We will be talking
to Emergency Managers in nine states around the
New Madrid Fault Zone, including Illinois, about how
they can implement the A.I.R.S. Aerial Disaster
Response Program to assist their people during the
event of a catastrophic earthquake.

“In an earthquake, we could remove debris, help
people reach critical areas, or bring containers of
food,” he said. For an Aircrane, removing debris is
fairly easy.  The S-64F model, one of four F models
in Erickson’s fleet of 17 Aircranes, has a lift capacity
of up to 25,000 pounds.  In 2006, the company
demonstrated its multi-mission lift capacity to
Chicago Fire Department officials, as an Aircrane
easily lifted a van, using its hydraulic grapple.  The
grapple, shaped like a giant pincher, has 42,000
pounds of grip and a three second opening and
closing time.  Clearly, the Aircrane has some serious
muscle. Should any state agree to work with
Erickson, the company would offer a “call when

needed” contract, meaning Erickson is on call to
provide helicopters and personnel on a case-by
case basis.  In a “call when needed” scenario,
Erickson pilots fly in and then fly out again, once
they perform the work they are asked to do.

A second type of agreement, an exclusive use 
contract, guarantees that a client essentially has
“first dibs” on an agreed upon number of Aircranes
for a specified amount of time.  The US Forest
Service, for example, has both types of contracts
with Erickson; four helicopters are on an exclusive
use contract, and 12 are on a “call when needed”

basis. Chuck Taylor, the national helicopter
program manager for the US Forest

Service, said this type of contract system
works very well, supplementing the Bell
206B-3 and two Cobra  helicopters that
are owned by the Forest Service.   

“We use Erickson strictly as water haulers
for fire prevention but it works very well for us,”

Taylor said.  

Dr. Susan Shea, the director of aeronautics for the
Illinois Department of Transportation said at this
point she isn’t sure an Aircrane contract is 
necessary for Illinois.  The IDOT already has a six
passenger Sikorsky as well as a Bell Jet Ranger
helicopter.  The Jet Ranger is retrofitted, Shea said,
with plenty of homeland security equipment.

Shea said the purpose of this equipment is to 
provide a view from above that ground crews cannot
get.  Citing a blizzard as an example, Shea said that
photographs taken from an IDOT helicopter are
transmitted to the ground so that rescue crews can
be sent out to people stranded.  Should snow cover
a stranded car, the IDOT Jet Ranger is equipped
with a Forward Looking Infrared System, which will 

pick up on the heat signature of people trapped in a
car.  That information can all be transmitted to the
state police, who can then coordinate a rescue.

Shea doubted there was a need for the heavy lifting
capabilities offered by Erickson’s Aircranes, pointing
out that in an emergency, the National Guard would
be called in, and their helicopters would provide the
services offered by 

www.ericksonaircrane.com

Erickson Air-Crane, Expansion plans By Patti Ahern, US Correspondent
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Heli-Expo 2009 post show report

February 22-24 the Anaheim Convention Center
was taken over by HAI, for HELIi-EXPO 2009. The
event, organised by the Helicopter Association
International is, "the world’s largest convention and
exposition dedicated to the wonders of vertical
flight."

The HELI-EXPO began bright and early Sunday
morning at the Annual Membership Breakfast and
meeting. From there, thousands of attendees and
exhibitors strolled the convention center halls where
they were met with a wide variety of products and
services.

"I have been coming to the expo for several years
and look forward to it every time," James Wilkinson
a helicopter enthusiasts said. "The economy is
tough right now but this is what I am passionate
about and that is why I am here."

One company in particular that drew a large crowd
at the HELI-EXPO 2009 was Bell Helicopter. 
"Right now we have four basic commercial products
which are all actually displayed in our booths," said
Greg Hubbard, director of communications for Bell
Helicopter.

The four aircraft on display included the 206L4, 407,
Orange County Fire 412 and 429 with an Air
Methods EMS interior.

The 429 is Bell's newest helicopter and was
designed by input directly from the customers.
"We went out and asked the customers what they
really want in a helicopter," Hubbard said. "It is 
primarily aimed at the EMS market so it has a lot of
features that they wanted to see in a helicopter."
Bell Helicopter has been attending the HELI-EXPO
for years and are known for their impressive 
displays. 

"We have had a lot of people looking at the Orange
County Fire helicopter because it is all outfitted with
their stuff but from our perspective the 429 is really
the focal point of our booth," Hubbard said.  
Some other companies in attendance included
AgustaWestland, Enstrom Helicopter Corp, Erickson
Aircrane Inc, Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation and
Kaman Helicopters.

“HELI-EXPO is an opportunity for us to get together
with all of our customers, our consultants, some of
our key vendors and have discussions where we
can have everybody in the same place looking at
each other eye to eye," said Terrence Fogarty, 
director of K-MAX programs for Kaman Helicopters.
"The relationship building that we do here is very
important."

Another company that was pleased with this years
HELI-EXPO was MD Helicopters, Inc.

"With over 18,000 helicopter enthusiasts HELI-
EXPO is the perfect place to meet with our 
customers and meet new ones," said Art Fiacco,
corporate director of marketing and communications
for MD Helicopters, Inc.

"Our main attraction is always our products. Our
patented NOTAR anti-torque system on the MD
520N, the MD 600N and the MD Explorer,  replaces
the conventional tail rotor, making them significantly
quieter and safer than other rotorcraft," Fiacco said.

"This year's show was a bit of a surprise in terms of
attendance and customer interest - both very 
positive," Fiacco added. 

Although visitors could easily remain occupied 
simply looking at all of the booths and displays for
three entire days, the HELI-EXPO 2009 had even
more to offer. Every day there meetings forums and 
presentations touching on every topic imaginable.
Some of the meeting and presentation topics 
included; Financing and Leasing Workshop,
Manufacturers' Technical Briefings, Heli-Success!
Career Development 101, Pilots' Mentoring Panel,
HAI Job Fair and DOI/USFS Interagency Fire
Briefing.

On Monday evening at the Anaheim Marriott HAI
hosted their "Salute to Excellence" Awards banquet
where several individuals were recognised for their
talent and professionalism.

After a successful expo, attendees and exhibitors
have already begun planning for HELI-EXPO 2010
which will take place February 21-23 2010 in
Houston Texas.

www.rotor.com

By Madison Steff



AgustaWestland, a Finmeccanica
company, is pleased to announce
that it has recently been awarded
a contract by the European
Defence Agency (EDA) to 
conduct a six month Helicopter
Tactics Programme (HTP)
Implementation Study. 

This contract follows an award
made in November 2008, by the
EDA, for AgustaWestland to 
conduct a six month feasibility
study into HTP for nations 
deploying on multinational 
operations.

As part of the UK-France 
helicopter initiative, the EDA has
taken the lead in co-ordinating
training among its participating
Member States. The HTP
Implementation Study is a key
part of the initial work. It includes

a training analysis across all 
participating Member States,
establishing a common 
operational task list for support
helicopter crews deploying on
operations.

In addition, the study will seek to
catalogue and quantify total 
training capability and capacity
within participating Member
States, as well as identifying 
best-practice methodology for
adapting to lessons learnt from
operational theatres. Drawing on
experience from the previous 
feasibility study, this work will also
outline an initial training syllabus.

The study will conclude with an
analysis of the potential training
needs within Member States’
support helicopter crews, and 
provide costed options for
addressing any shortfalls in 
training capability.

AgustaWestland is a provider of
professional training services to a

wide range of military, commercial
and industrial customers around
the world. Operators are assured
of receiving highly effective 
training solutions, designed to
meet their requirements to
achieve high levels of individual,
team and collective performance
and to enable customers to fully
exploit AgustaWestland’s high
capability aircraft by integrated
learning environments.

AgustaWestland is committed to
offering the best training services
as essential enables in the 
delivery of mission capability to
operators. The “A. Marchetti”
Training Academy in Italy and
Training Academies located in
Philadelphia, USA, and in Yeovil,
UK, utilise the latest e-learning,
part-task maintenance and 
procedures trainers through to full
mission and state-of-the-art Level
D flight and mission simulators.

www.agustawestland.com

Email us with your new industry product to info@helicoptermonthly.com

AgustaWestland Awarded Helicopter Tactics Programme Implementation Study
Contract

EADS North America receives U.S. Army contract for five additional UH-72A Lakota
Light Utility Helicopters

The U.S. Army awarded EADS
North America a contract for five
additional UH-72A Lakota Light
Utility Helicopters (LUH) Jan. 15,
2009, bringing the total number of
aircraft on contract to 128.

Production of the UH-72A at the
American Eurocopter facility in
Columbus, Miss. continues to
meet U.S. Army and Army
National Guard requirements for a
highly capable, multi-role 
helicopter in missions that range
from homeland security and 
medical evacuation to drug 
interdiction, support and logistics
operations. The Army expects to

acquire a total of 345 Lakotas
through 2016.

More than 54 UH-72As have
been delivered by EADS North
America, all which have been 
provided on time or ahead of
schedule in one of the most rapid
introductions of a new aircraft in
the U.S. Army’s history.

“EADS North America remains
committed to excellence in 
program management and 
execution for the UH-72A, which
has received high marks from the
U.S. Army,” said EADS North
America Chairman and CEO

Ralph D. Crosby, Jr. “We 
understand the Lakota’s 
importance to the Army’s 
helicopter fleet modernisation,
and our top priority continues to
be providing America’s 
warfighters with the very best
equipment to accomplish their
important mission.” More than
8,000 flight hours have been
logged by the Army’s UH-72A
fleet to date, and the Lakota is
now in service at bases and 
facilities across the nation.

In addition to the 128 Lakotas
ordered to fulfill Army and
National Guard missions, five
Light Utility Helicopters have been
ordered by the U.S. Navy for pilot
training at the Naval Test Pilot
School at Patuxent River, Md.
www.eadsnorthamerica.com
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Considering buying or selling a helicopter?
You can now sell your helicopter for free at  

www.helicoptermonthly.com join online it is free

Need to supply a press release email it to 
info@helicoptermonthly.com

CAE Flightscape (Ottawa) has
been selected by the National
Transportation Safety Committee
(NTSC) Indonesia to supply its

Insight flight data analysis software and related
components for their developing flight recorder
laboratory. The NTSC works closely with the
Australian Transport Safety Bureau and the Air
Accident Investigation Safety Bureau of Singapore
both of which also use CAE Flightscape's Insight
software as the heart of their flight recorder 
laboratory.

CAE Flightscape has extensive experience working
in a government flight recorder lab, having been
responsible for the initial development of the 
word-renowned Transportation Safety Board (TSB)
of Canada laboratory. The TSB commercialised its
flight recorder playback and analysis technology to
Flightscape in 2001 in the interests of international
collaboration to advance aviation safety. The NTSC
system is fully compatible with other investigation
authorities and is also used by air safety 
investigators at the majority of aircraft 
manufacturers. Using the same technology has 
significant benefits when conducting large 
international investigations and CAE Flightscape is
pleased to be adding NTSC to our unique user 
community.

Indonesian NTSC Selects CAE
Flightscape for Flight Recorder Lab

First Pusher Prop Ground Runs
Conducted Successfully 

Sikorsky Aircraft Corp.
achieved a major milestone in
its X2 TECHNOLOGY™

demonstrator program by successfully ground 
testing the aircraft with the pusher propeller installed
and spinning for the first time.

The test conducted Jan. 23 used the fly-by-wire
pitch control system with the rotating, high-speed
pusher propeller for the first time. The program 
testing has been continuing at Sikorsky’s Schweizer
Aircraft Corp. rapid-prototyping facility in
Horseheads, N.Y., since the demonstrator’s first
flight on Aug. 27, 2008. 

"The high-speed pusher prop produced the 
expected amount of thrust and the testing went
according to plan,” said Steven Cizewski, X2
Program Manager. “In addition, the pusher prop’s
drive system and oil distribution system checked out
well. In all, we are pleased with this milestone and
look forward to finishing the tests in Elmira, N.Y., as
we prepare to move the demonstrator into its next
phase of testing in West Palm Beach.”

Sikorsky Vice President of Research & Engineering
Mark Miller said, “This ground test milestone 
effectively completes Phase I of the four-phase X2
TECHNOLOGY development test program.” 

“We are looking forward to completing the 
remainder of the envelope expansion phases, and 
achieving 250 knots at the completion of Phase IV
by the end of the year,” Miller said.

The X2 TECHNOLOGY demonstrator combines an
integrated suite of technologies intended to advance
the state-of-the-art, counter-rotating coaxial 
rotor helicopter. It is designed to demonstrate a 
helicopter can cruise comfortablyat 250 knots, while
retaining such desirable helicopter attributes as
excellent low speed handling, efficient hovering and
autorotation safety, and a seamless and simple 
transition to high speed.

Among the innovative technologies the X2 
TECHNOLOGY demonstrator employs are:
l Fly-by-wire flight controls
l Counter-rotating rigid rotor blades
l Hub drag reduction
l Active vibration control
l Integrated auxiliary propulsion system
Sikorsky Aircraft announced its initiative to develop
an integrated suite of technologies called X2 
TECHNOLOGY in June 2005.

Helitech Support Services releases
Quarterly Newsletter!

Helitech Support
Services is pleased to
announce the release of

their winter newsletter to coincide with Heli-Expo
2009 in Anaheim California.  “The Helitech 
newsletter is just one of many ways we share i
nformation with our customers about the exciting
events taking place at Helitech,” says Corey
Steinberg, Marketing Manager at Helitech Support.
“To build a relationship with our customers, it’s not
enough to just give them our capabilities list and say
we’re done.  We need to communicate effectively
with our customers and we want them to know what
happens behind the doors at Helitech and get them
more involved”.
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Vector Aerospace Helicopter Services

Receives Contract Renewal In Support Of
Canadian Military - Search & Rescue

Operating out of 8 Wing,
Trenton Ontario, Vector 
provides flightline servicing
on four CH-146 Griffon 

helicopters (Bell 412HP) employed in SAR 
operations throughout Eastern Canada. Vector
has provided this essential service to the DND
since taking on the initial contract in June, 2007.

In addition to the Griffon support for the DND,
Vector also conducts inspection and maintenance
services on Griffon helicopters annually from its
facility located in Langley, British Columbia. As
well, Vector provides repair and overhaul for the
Canadian CH-124 SEAKING fleet (General
Electric T-58 engines, gearboxes, transmissions
and dynamic components) from its main repair
and overhaul facility in Richmond, British
Columbia. Vector Helicopter Services has a long
history of supporting Canadian and US military
helicopter fleets, as well as those from various
other military and defense organisations around
the globe.

Vector Aerospace Helicopter Services is 
internationally recognised for providing superior
repair and overhaul services from state-of-the-art
facilities located across North America. Products
supported include: Rolls Royce model 250, Pratt
& Whitney PT6T, Turbomeca Arriel 1, General
Electric T700 / CT7 and T-58/CT-85 engines;
dynamic components for most Bell helicopter
models, as well as the Sikorsky S61 and S76 /
Eurocopter AS350 and AS355 model helicopters;
structures support for Bell, Sikorsky and
Eurocopter products, and full-service avionics
capability; up to and including glass cockpit 
installations.

Robinson Helicopter Company Breaks
Production Record Again 

Torrance, CA-Robinson Helicopter Company 
continues to be the world’s leading manufacture of
civilian helicopters. Robinson again breaks its own
record producing 893 civil helicopters in 2008 
surpassing its prior record of 823 set in 2007.       

Without question, the R44 is the reason for
Robinson’s continuing success and record-breaking
numbers. Introduced in 2002, the Raven II, a more
powerful version of the original R44 now accounts
for 60% of the company’s aircraft sales. The original
R44, later designated the Raven I, accounts for
roughly 20% of aircraft sales. Finally, the R22 with
164 ships produced in 2008 still maintains its niche
in an increasingly competitive market.   

Robinson’s focus for 2009 will continue to be 
product development and maintaining its 
record-breaking production.

www.robinsonheli.com

Subscriptions:
Helicoptermonthly is published 12 times a year, It is sold to subscribers and 

members on a strict confidential basis which is inline with the strict privacy policy
as subscribed to when you become a member or subscribe to the publication.
Reproduction in any form of it contents by either mechanical, electronic or by 

any other means is strictly forbidden without the express 
permission of the publishers consent in writing. (c) copyright

Helicoptermonthly.com all rights reserved.

Tech-Tool Plastics Certifies New Windows
for Eurocopter Aircraft

Helicopter window manufacturer Tech-Tool
Plastics has significantly expanded its Eurocopter
product line, recently earning STCs on new 
windows for EC120/130 helicopters. Transport
Canada and EASA approval of the EC120/130
windows is pending. Also pending is FAA approval
of new windows for EC145 helicopters.

The new EC120/130 windows are available as
standard or crack-resistant, and in clear or 
optional tints. 
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Los Angeles County Fire Department selects Becker Avionics’ DVCS 6100 Digital
Audio System

Los Angeles County Fire
Department has been a leader in
the use of helicopters in the fire
service for years. Several years
ago they selected the Becker
Prime Line Dzus mount radios as
a platform standard. Once again
they selected Becker Avionics’
products; this time it is the Becker
DVCS 6100 digital multi-station
ICS system for the Bell 412 
aircraft they have taken delivery
of.

The state-of-the-art Digital
Intercom System DVCS6100 has
been chosen by Eurocopter as
the standard intercom system for
the EC-145 multipurpose 
helicopter. In addition to the
world’s largest helicopter 
manufacturer, also the U.S.
Armed Forces rely on the 

superior voice quality and 
performance of the DVCS 6100
system in the Light Utility
Helicopter UH72A Lakota 
program, and Northrop Grumman
has selected the DVCS 5100 to
be used for King Air B200 air
ambulance installations.

About Digital Voice
Communication (DVCS) 6100
The DVCS6100 has been
designed for both, rotary and
fixed-wing applications and fully
reflects Becker Avionics’ proven
know-how of more than four
decades in audio system 
development for the aerospace
industry. The DVCS 6100 
supersedes the DVCS 5100 and
provides a redesigned and
improved mission orientated 
Man-Machine-Interface. It offers 8
communication transmit and 8
receiver channels, an integrated
warning tone generator for up to 8
different signals, an amplifier for 2
cockpit speakers, interfaces to 2
Cockpit Voice Recorders and a

Public Address Amplifier. 

The major system advantage is
scalability and flexibility. Up to 6
Audio Control Units can be 
operated together with one
remote module. Any unit can be
configured with dedicated 
software to give full adjustments
across different on-board 
systems. The 6100 is fully NVIS
compatible (MIL-STD Green B)
and includes emergency and
slaved mode operation. The 6100
therefore represents a unique
mission support tool that 
comfortably outperforms the
competition. Since the market
introduction of the 1st DVCS 
generation, over 300 systems
have been placed into service
and have achieved outstanding
field reliability.  The result of a
continuous product improvement
program has made the 6100
another Becker Avionics success
story.

Aircraft from Royal Naval Air
Station Culdrose deployed last
week (on 19 Feb 09) on Exercise
TAURUS 09.  820 and 857 Naval
Air Squadrons joined a Task
Force of 12 ships including a US
Navy destroyer, a French Navy
frigate, two nuclear powered 
submarines, and the Force will be
joined by ships, troops and 
aircraft from other nations as it
transits towards South East Asia.

TAURUS 09 has been 18 months
in the planning.  It aims to 
maintain the Royal Navy’s fighting
capability as well as develop the

UK’s capacity to operate with key
partners and allies from NATO
countries and other nations,
enhancing interoperability and
demonstrating the UK’s 
commitment to the stability and
security of the Mediterranean,
Middle East and South East Asia. 
When embarked, the Merlin 
helicopters of 820 squadron 
provide protection to the Force
from surface and sub-surface
threats. Other Squadron roles
include Command and Control,
troop and tactical transport, 
vertical replenishment and 
casualty evacuation/disaster relief
assistance. In addition, the
squadron has a day and night all
weather Search and Rescue
capability.

The Airborne Surveillance and
Control Sea King helicopters of

857 Naval Air Squadron are
equipped a long-range radar,
which is capable of remarkably
accurate detections of both 
surface and air targets.  By using
this radar the squadron can
achieve long-range detection of
hostile ships and Fast Attack
Craft and can also support opera-
tions in the Strike Role or Littoral
Manoeuvre Role (providing 
assistance to Amphibious Forces
ashore) during hostilities or Peace
Support Operations.

www.royalnavy.mod.uk

Culdrose Squadrons Deploy On TAURUS 09
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News from USAIG

Over the last twelve years, USAIG (United States
Aircraft Insurance Group) has contributed over
$5,185,080 to help pay the annual training costs of
the Bell, American Eurocopter, M.D. and Agusta 
helicopter operators who participate in USAIG’s
Preferred Policyholder Program.

Each participating operator receives up to $30,000
per year to spend on flight or maintenance training.
The dollar amount takes the form of “Safety Bucks.”
Bell helicopter operators can redeem their Safety
Bucks for training through Bell or at FlightSafety
International.  American Eurocopter operators can
redeem their Safety Bucks for training at American
Eurocopter.  M.D. operators can redeem their Safety
Bucks for training at M.D.  Agusta operators can
redeem their Safety Bucks for training at Agusta.

To qualify for Safety Bucks an operator must:

l Complete a full year in the USAIG preferred 
policyholder program.
l Continue to satisfy all membership 
requirements of the program.
l Renew its insurance with USAIG.

The USAIG preferred policyholder program for 
helicopter operators was composed of 
approximately 65 helicopter operators and 175 
helicopters.

DART Helicopter Services Announces
FAA Approval of Apical‘s Cable Cutter Kit
for the AS350C, D, D1, B, B1, B2, BA and

B3
Dart Helicopter Services’
announces that their 
subsidiary partner Apical
Industries is pleased to

announce that they have added Cable Cutters Kit to
their expanding product line. FAA approval has been
received; Transport Canada and EASA are pending.

The Cable Cutters Kit provides a means of
protecting the helicopter during a wire strike by 
providing the capability to cut a cable of wire before
catastrophic damage occurs. The kit is designed to
reduce the possibility of a cable of wire entering the
cockpit and to reduce the chance of flight control
damage. Similar cable/wire cutting devices have
proven to be effective even during multiple wire
strikes. The kit incorporates both an upper and
lower cutter and each cutter is designed with high
strength cutting blades. The Apical cutter design
was tested to verify the capability to cut a cable 
having a 14,000 lb tensile strength.

“Apical will continue a strong effort in product 
diversification in 2009 to include additional cable
cutters kits and air conditioning systems. Our goals
in regard to new products will be to follow a time
tested strategy of continued innovation and great
value for our customers around the world,” 
commented Ron Gladnick, Jr., President of Apical
Industries, Inc.

SkyTrac Systems is pleased to
announce that it has signed a
dealership agreement with
Hawker Pacific Airservices to
resell SkyTrac’s flight following
and SatCom solutions in the
United Arab Emirates. The
helicopter industry in the Middle
East continues to grow at a rapid
rate due to the increase in activity
in government, military and civil
sectors. Hawker Pacific
Airservices has developed a 
positive reputation in this 
emerging marketplace making

them an ideal candidate to
resell SkyTrac products in this
area.

“Our customers want a one
stop shop for flight following

and SatCom services. SkyTrac
emerged as the most suitable
vendor providing robust 
hardware, industry leading 
software, and stellar customer
support” said Ian Darcy, Technical
Program Manager with Hawker
Pacific Airservices. SkyTrac’s 
ability to provide many STCs for
popular airframes was
also extremely valuable.
“SkyTrac leads the 
industry with the number
of STCs they have 

procured; this simplifies the 
installation process for us” added
Darcy.

Kathleen Wallace, President and
CEO at SkyTrac Systems 
commented; “we are proud to add
Hawker Pacific Airservices to our
growing list of international
resellers. They have excellent
reputation in their market and we
look forward to a long and 
prosperous business relationship.

SkyTrac Systems Announces Hawker Pacific Airservices as UAE Reseller
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Effective immediately,
StarterGenerator.com will
discontinue the promotion

and offering of Aircraft Parts Corp. (formerly 
APC-Unison) sponsored exchange and upgrade 
programs. 

The recent sale of APC has brought about some 
significant changes. On February 3, 2009 we were
informed by APC 'all exchange programs supported
by APC and Unison will no longer be in effect.' 

StarterGenerator.com will continue to maintain an
inventory of APC OEM overhauled starter 
generators, however APC overhauled units will be
available for exchange on a limited basis, with a
completely independent pricing structure. We 
apologise for any inconvenience caused and 
appreciate your patience while we transition to 
alternative exchange product offerings. Meanwhile
our 200 unit APC OEM certified starter generator
inventory is readily available for exchange and 
outright sale. We remain an APC distributor for the
sale of replacement components including starter
generators, GCU's and expendable piece parts.
Future plans include expanding our APC exchange
pool to include other manufacturers and the launch
of a completely redesigned website.

"Given our passionate endorsement of these OEM
exchange programs and their relative success over
the past two years, discontinuing them is clearly a
disappointment", commented Garrett W. Schwarz,
president of StarterGenerator.com. "The good news
is the aircraft starter generator industry is quite
mature and abundant with MRO resources 
necessary to sustain itself and produce alternative
solutions which are innovative, value added and
speak to the needs of our customers and the 
aftermarket. By leveraging our website, global
brand, comprehensive inventory and financial capa-
bility, we will unite an ideal combination of industry
resources and introduce high-quality, cost-effective,
flat rate priced exchange solutions for both APC and
Goodrich-Lucas starter generators in the near
future", continued Schwarz.

StarterGenerator.com Ceases to Offer
Unison-APC Sponsored Exchange and

Upgrade Programs

Bristow will provide helicopter support for CNR
International (UK) Ltd, flying workers to and from the
Tiffany platform, situated in the Central North Sea,
150 miles north east of Aberdeen, commencing
February 10, 2009.

The contract will run for three years, with two further
one-year options, using Bristow’s fleet of new, high
technology EC225 helicopters. This work is returning
to Bristow which previously held the contract until
2004.

John Cloggie, Bristow’s Director of European
Operations in Aberdeen, said: “We are pleased to be
servicing this important North Sea contract again and
look forward to working with CNR to provide this vital
link

“The award of this contract enhances Bristow’s 
reputation in the oil and gas sector and will provide
additional long term stability for the company in
Aberdeen. It also demonstrates the benefits of
investing in new technology for both the customer
and Bristow. The advantage of the EC225 is that the
extra payload offers clients a more cost effective
means of transporting staff.”

The contract is the latest in a raft of positive 
developments for Bristow. Last year the company
invested more than £70 million in a fleet of new
Sikorsky S-92 helicopters based in Scatsta,
Shetland, and also announced the establishment of
a Bristow training academy at the company’s new
European Headquarters which is currently under
construction less than a mile away from the present
base in Forties Road, Dyce, Aberdeen. This project
is due to be completed this summer.

Bristow Secures New North Sea Contract

www.helicoptermonthly.com

Helicopter Helmets and Headset Repairs

For a complete headset and helmet repair 
service at competitive prices, all makes and
models repaired or tested, civil and military

Call now : 07598 959 312Call now : 07598 959 312
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Helicopter Flight Training Services inaugurates World’s first NH90 Full- Mission
Simulator

Helicopter Flight Training
Services, a consortium owned
equally by CAE, Eurocopter,
Thales and Rheinmetall Defence
Electronics, today officially 
inaugurated the world’s first NH90
full-mission simulator in its newly
built facility in Bückeburg,
Northern Germany, adjacent to
the German Army Aviation
School. HFTS will design, build
and operate a total of three NH90
simulator training centres for what
is presently the German Armed
Forces’ largest private-finance 
initiative (PFI) programme for 
military aircrew training.

Robert Hollensteiner, Managing
Director of HFTS, stated, “We are
proud to have delivered our first
NH90 simulator on time and we
welcome our launch customer,

the German Army Air Corps, to
make full use of our facility and
service. Indeed, this is a 
milestone in the NH90 helicopter
programme, the largest ever
launched in Europe. NH90 
customers from many nations are
attending our inauguration 
ceremony today, and I am
pleased to announce that Finland
and Sweden have decided to also
train their NH90 pilots at the
HFTS simulator facilities. We are
fully committed to supporting the
German Army Air Corps in turning
their Bückeburg base and

Aviation School into an 
international training centre for
the NH90.”

HFTS was founded in December
2004 on the basis of a German
government contract worth a total
of €488 million in order to 
develop, build and operate four
NH90 full-mission simulators and
three training centres located in
Bückeburg, Fassberg and
Holzdorf. The start of operations
in late 2008 will now be followed
by a 14.5-year operational phase
that extends through 2022. During
the operational phase, HFTS will
deliver turnkey training services,
payable at an hourly rate, to
NH90 customers.

Through this PFI programme, the
German Armed Forces save 
operating and finance costs by
eliminating the need for capital
procurement and 

ongoing maintenance of
an expensive 
infrastructure. 

The military customers
pay for a turnkey training 
service that results in fully
qualified, mission ready
aircrews, since the
responsibility for delivering
the service and all the
necessary equipment 
supporting the service lies
with HFTS.

Simulator-based training has
been proven efficient by the
German Armed Forces for basic
and recurrent training. Germany
will be able to reduce the number
of flight hours on the actual NH90
helicopter, thus providing 
significant savings while reducing
wear and tear as well as better 
protecting the environment. The
HFTS training programme for
simulator-based pilot training will
ensure the German Armed Forces
of the quickest and most 

cost-effective availability of 
training for the NH90 helicopter.

The decision by the German 
government to proceed with 
privately-financed training for the
NH90 is consistent with the trend
for governments to consider this
approach for military training
requirements. The services 
provided by HFTS also fit 
perfectly to the requirements of
other NH90 customers.

The NH90 full-mission simulator
is comparable to Level C 
according to JAR FSTD 1H 
standards. It includes a full
motion system with six degrees of 
freedom, an instructor station,
simulation of all systems and
optional equipment solutions,
avionics system and full replica of
the NH90 cockpit, sound system,
OEM (Original Equipment
Manufacturer) simulation data
package and a visual system field
of view of 200° horizontal and 60°
vertical daylight/dusk/night. The
visual database features detailed
environmental visuals as well as
realistic 3D moving models and
full correlation between 
databases.

The full-mission simulator 
guarantees the most 
representative synthetic 
environment of the NH90 and the
latest aircraft configuration.

www.heli-fts.com
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Bell Helicopter Delivers First Nine Safety Enhancement Program OH-58Ds Ahead of
Contract

Bell
Helicopter,
a Textron
Inc. co,
closed out
2008 with

delivery of the ninth OH-58D 
aircraft to be modified under the
current Kiowa Warrior Safety
Enhancement Program contract.

“We delivered a total of nine 
aircraft in 2008 six more aircraft
than were required by the 
contract schedule,” said Amy
Tedford, Director of Military
Fielded Systems at Bell
Helicopter.

“We’re keenly aware of the
Army’s need to have additional
OH-58D aircraft available for
deployment to Iraq and
Afghanistan,” said Tedford, “and
it’s been a real team effort by
everyone involved in the Safety
Enhancement Program to get
these aircraft completed and back
to the Army ahead of schedule.”

Bell’s Safety Enhancement
Program line had been closed

down and put into storage after
work was completed on the 
previous SEP lot in 2007.  As
workers prepared to restart the
line for Lot 11 in May 2008, they
applied Textron Six Sigma
processes and tools to 
accomplish a lean restart of the
SEP line.

“The direct involvement of
employees from every part of the
process allowed Bell’s SEP team
to significantly reduce the 
footprint for both assembly and
flight operations, and to increase
their aircraft production rate by
fifty percent,” said Tedford.

The first aircraft completed by the
team was delivered back to the
Army on Sept. 24, 2008, two
months ahead of contract 
schedule.  Bell’s SEP team has
maintained that lead and 
continues to deliver all completed
SEP aircraft two months ahead of
schedule.

A total of 27 OH-58D Kiowa
Warrior aircraft are being
upgraded in Lot 11 of the Safety

Enhancement Program. The $30
million contract was awarded April
30, 2008.  All work is being done
at Bell Helicopter’s Plant 1 facility
in Fort Worth, Texas.  The 18
remaining aircraft in Lot 11 are
planned to be completed in 2009.

The OH-58Ds are being upgraded
with an improved engine and
improved computer control 
systems that include related new
wiring harnesses.  

The improvements are part of a
series of safety and performance
modifications the Army has
implemented to keep the OH-58D
armed reconnaissance helicopter
safe and mission effective until it
is retired.

The US Army fleet of Kiowa 
helicopters has accumulated
more than 1.6 million flight hours
and over 400,000 combat flight
hours.  Despite high usage rates,
daily combat scenarios and harsh
environmental conditions, the 
OH-58D continues to achieve
readiness rates above 80 
percent.

Kaman Helicopters is again
expanding the firefighting 
capabilities of K-MAX helicopters.
The company is developing an
innovative, powerful water cannon
that will deliver water directly to
the source of a fire, according to
Mark Tattershall, Director of
Marketing & Business
Development for Kaman
Helicopters. The cannon will
shoot water from the front of the
helicopter, enabling more direct,
effective coverage when fighting
fires in high rises or private
homes, for example.

K-MAX helicopters continue to
perform important work, including
firefighting, worldwide. 
The newest K-MAX operator,
Skywork Helicopters, flew its
inaugural mission using a Bambi
Bucket to successfully battle a
massive blaze in New Zealand’s
Torehape Wetland. And although
the logging business has slowed
worldwide, operators such as
Swanson Group Aviation continue
work such as the installation of
environmentally friendly power
lines in California.

The multi-mission K-MAX is a
6,000-pound power lifter that
maintains performance in hot/high
environments. The K-MAX fleet of

helicopters has amassed over
240,000 hours.

Kaman Helicopters, a division of
Kaman Aerospace Corporation, is
a member of the Kaman
Corporation group of companies,
which conducts business in the
aerospace and industrial 
distribution markets. 

The group is a subcontractor for
complex metallic and composite
structures and components for
commercial, military and general
aviation aircraft; designs and
manufactures fuzing devices for
the U.S. and allied militaries; and
markets and supports its SH-2G
and K-MAX helicopters.

Kaman Expands K-MAX Firefighting Capability with New Water Cannon
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StandardAero Appoints New Vice
President, Contracts

StandardAero has 
appointed Mary Ellen
Keegan to the position of
Vice President, Contracts

based at their Component Services facility in
Cincinnati, Ohio. In her role, Keegan will be
responsible for legal support for all contract 
activity within StandardAero including negotiation
and review of all sales, purchase, and lease
agreements for the business sectors. 

Prior to joining StandardAero, Keegan served as
Counsel, Financial Transactions to GE Engine
Services in Cincinnati. Keegan holds a Juris
Doctor degree from Seattle University and a
bachelor’s degree from Western Illinois University.

Geneva Aviation Receives EASA Approval
for the P122, P132, P148 and P149

Avionics & Switch Consoles

Geneva Aviation, is pleased to announce EASA
approval for the P122, P132, P148 and P149
Avionics & Switch Consoles. FAA, Transport
Canada and Brazilian approvals have been 
previously received.

The P132 Avionics Console significantly expands
the space in AS350 series helicopters for 
installation of electronic components widely used
for law enforcement and electronic news 
gathering operations. The industry-unique 
console provides space for a 10-inch stack of
avionics components conveniently in reach of the
pilot and copilot. The console can be delivered in
a standard configuration or customised for 
specific mission requirements as a ready to install
product.

The P122 Improved Switch Console is the same
shape and size as the factory original console:
however, in place of the low reliability push 
buttons, all Geneva consoles utilise rugged 
MIL-STD toggle switches for reliable service. The
P148 and P149 consoles, which were FAA
approved earlier last year, are expanded versions
of the P122 console and are compatible with
newer AS350B2 & B3 helicopters with a direct
battery bus and instrument panel mounted
Emergency Cut-Off switch. Like the P122 
console, these new consoles are built on the
same framework and provide easy access to all
circuit breakers and switches.
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WANTED

Any time expired helicopter R22/R44/Gazelle etc, 
needed to use to teach school children about 

helicopters and safety, anything 
considered can collect.

Call Ian on 07834 637769

Precision Aviation Group - Expands, and 
consolidates Canadian operations into

New Facility
In a continuing effort to 
provide the best products
and value-added services to
the worldwide aerospace

and defense industry, Precision Aviation Group
(PAG)  the exclusive provider of ISMRO® (Inventory
Supported Maintenance, Repair & Overhaul)
officially opened its New Facility in Vancouver,
British Columbia.

The rapid growth of PAG’s Canadian entities
Precision Heliparts-Canada (PHP-C) and Precision
Accessories & Instruments-Canada (PAI-C) 
necessitated the New 15,000 square-foot facility,
said PAG President David Mast.

“We are excited about the consolidation and 
expansion of our facilities in Vancouver. We had
outgrown our shop at Vancouver International
(YVR), and our facility in Surrey had reached
maximum capacity as our business and employee
ranks in Canada have grown over 50 percent over
the last 3 years,” Mast stated. 

“After an extensive search, we decided that a new,
larger facility would best meet our current and future
requirements,” Mast added. “PHP-Canada has 
outgrown its facility three times over the last six
years, and we wanted a facility that could 
accommodate their continuing growth and handle
the addition of PAI-Canada into the same facility.
The new facility is almost double the size of the 
previous one (15,000 sq.ft vs. 8,000 sq.ft), and the
integration of our two facilities will provide better
turn times for customers utilizing our MRO services.
In addition to upgrading our facilities, we have made
substantial capital investments in tooling, 
equipment, and logistics to better serve our 
customer base, and provide a solid foundation for
continued growth in Canada.”

Subscribe to HM Digital magazine 
for only £19.95 for 12 issues / Print 

magazine subscription £25.95
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KenJer Industries, home of the BoltByte Tool, is
proud to announce the recent delivery of the second
phase of multiple customised kits to Keystone
Helicopter. These customised kits are designed to
be used in both the production and maintenance
lines of the S76 and S92.

In using the BoltByte tools, hardware is easily
accounted for. Matching bolt patterns are designed
on the boards making the reinstallation of hardware
fast, accurate, and cost effective.

Keystone Helicopter is a full-service maintenance
and completion center anchored by the HELIPLEX™,
a state-of-the-art technical services depot in
Coatesville, PA. Keystone is a factory-authorised
service center for Bell, Eurocopter, MD Helicopter,
Rolls Royce, Turbomeca, Pratt & Whitney, and
Sikorsky products. Based in Stratford, Conn.,
Sikorsky Aircraft Corp. is a world leader in helicopter
design, manufacture, and service. The company’s
mission statement reflects its long commitment to

safety and innovation: “We pioneer flight solutions
that bring people home everywhere … every
time™.” United Technologies Corp., based in
Hartford, Conn., provides a broad range of high
technology products and support services to the
aerospace and building systems industries.

BoltByte is a patented, durable, reusable memory
tool. That will hold your hardware and fasteners until
needed. The BoltByre tool can be customised with
specific patterns to meet your production or 
maintenance line needs. BoltByte will decrease
down time, help prevent FOD damage, and keep
accountability of expensive hardware. Currently we
patterned tools for the S76, S92, MD 500, MD902,
UH60, and the AH64.

KenJer Industries Delivers Second Phase of BoltByte Tools to Keystone Helicopter

Sikorsky’s S-76D™ Helicopter Achieves First Flight

WEST PALM
BEACH, Florida,
Sikorsky Aircraft
Corporation has
successfully
completed the

first flight of its S-76D helicopter,
the latest version of the S-76®
helicopter, maneuvering the 
prototype aircraft through taxi,
hover, hover turns, and forward
flight to 40 knots in a test flight
that lasted approximately 30 
minutes. Sikorsky is a subsidiary
of United Technologies Corp.

Sikorsky Chief Test Pilot Greg
Barnes and Pilot Mike Hardy 
conducted the test flight at
Sikorsky’s Florida facility on Feb.
7. The milestone culminated more

than three years of design, 
development and testing of the
first prototype aircraft. 

“The next generation of the S-76
helicopter begins today,” said
Jason Durno, Program Manager.
”The S-76D helicopter brings
Sikorsky’s popular S-76 aircraft to
the next level in performance. It is
through the dedication of this 
program team that the ‘D’ will
open the door to new applications
for this aircraft model.” 

Among the S-76D helicopter’s
features are all-composite, 
flaw-tolerant main rotor blades; an
advanced Thales avionics system
and autopilot; dual speed rotor
with active vibration control; 

powerful Pratt & Whitney 210S
engines; a quiet mode for
enhanced public acceptance; and
an optional Rotor Ice Protection
System (RIPS) for all-weather
capability. 

The S-76D helicopter also will
offer an increase in useful load
and extended range performance
versus the S76C+™ and S76C++
aircraft currently fielded.The S-
76D helicopter is scheduled to
enter production with certification,
and customer deliveries in 2010.
Sikorsky already has 
approximately 100 delivery 
position agreements on the 
aircraft.

www.sikorsky.com

ETAP HELICOPTER INCIDENT
BP can confirm that all 18 people onboard the 
helicopter have been returned safely to Aberdeen
and are being reunited with their families.

Commenting on the incident, BP North Sea 
managing director Bernard Looney said: “Our 
priority up until this point has been to ensure that all
those who have been involved in this incident are
properly cared for. Now those individuals have

returned safely to Aberdeen, we can
turn our attention to finding out exactly what 
happened yesterday evening. We will be 
cooperating fully with the Air Accident Investigation
Bureau, Bond Helicopters and local agencies
as they work to establish the cause of the incident.
BP, with the support of Technip, is assisting Bond in
the recovery of their aircraft using the Wellservicer
vessel.
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AgustaWestland And Tata Sons Sign MoU For AW119 Helicopter 
Final Assembly In India

Standing from left to Right in the attached picture:
Ambassador of Italy to India - RobertoTuscano
Ambassador of UK to India - Sir Richard Stagg

AgustaWestland CEO - Giuseppe Orsi
TATA Sons, Chairman - Ratan Tata

Italian Under Secretary of Defence - Hon. Guido Crosetto
Italian DNA Generale  CA - Aldo Cinelli

AgustaWestland, a Finmeccanica company, and
Tata Sons are pleased to announce the signature of
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the 
formation of an Indian joint venture company which
will establish a final assembly line for the AW119
helicopter in India. The agreement was signed at
the Aero India air show today by Mr. Giuseppe Orsi,
CEO, AgustaWestland and Mr. Ratan Tata,
Chairman, Tata Sons. The joint venture company
will be responsible for AW119 final assembly, 
completion and delivery to customers worldwide
while AgustaWestland will retain responsibility for
worldwide marketing and sales. The first aircraft is
scheduled to be delivered from the new facility in
2011 with production forecast to rise to 30 aircraft
per year to meet worldwide demand.

Mr. Giuseppe Orsi, CEO, AgustaWestland speaking
after the signing ceremony said "We are proud to
have achieved this important agreement with such
an important and strong industrial partner in India.
Establishing an AW119 final assembly line in India

will allow us to meet the growing demand in the
world market for a modern single engine helicopter
and to further expand our presence in India where
we see strong future business opportunities." He
added, "AgustaWestland is also committed to 
offering the best and most cost effective solution for
the Indian Armed Forces' Reconnaissance and
Surveillance Helicopter requirement. We will also
work together with other partners in India to best
serve the needs of the Indian market."

It is envisaged that the joint venture company would
be a supplier for the current Reconnaissance and
Surveillance Helicopter (RSH) programme of the
Indian Armed Forces, for which AgustaWestland has
already proposed the AW119 to be manufactured in
India. Additionally, AgustaWestland and Tata 
companies plan to explore additional commercial
opportunities in India for AgustaWestland helicopters
and the subsequent industrial co-operation.

Tata is a rapidly growing business group based in
India with significant international operations.
Revenues in 2007-08 are estimated at $62.5 billion
(around Rs251,543 crore), of which 61 per cent is
from business outside India. The group employs
around 350,000 people worldwide. The Tata name
has been respected in India for 140 years for its
adherence to strong values and business ethics.
The business operations of the Tata group currently
encompass seven business sectors: 
communications and information technology, 
engineering, materials, services, energy, consumer
products and chemicals.

www.agustawestland.com

Sikorsky Aircraft Corp. announced today that Local
1150 of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters,
representing 5,100 hourly employees at the 
company’s Stratford, Bridgeport and Shelton, Conn.,
and West Palm Beach, Fla., facilities, has ratified a
new, five-year labor contract.  Sikorsky is a 
subsidiary of United Technologies Corp.

Laurie Havanec, Vice President, Human Resources
at Sikorsky, said, "We are extremely pleased with
the ratification of this five-year agreement.  The

long-term labor stability this five-year agreement
provides will be beneficial for our employees and
our customers in these challenging economic times.
The negotiating teams on both sides worked hard to
reach an agreement that meets employees’ needs
while helping Sikorsky to remain competitive. “

www.sikorsky.com

Teamsters union local 1150 ratifies new 5-YEAR contract with Sikorsky




